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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR

Timeless and for Our Time
JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR, the groundbreaking theatrical masterpiece by legendary writing team Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice, is coming to 
(theatre  ) in (  city  ) on (   date    ) for (  #  ) of performances.   The first collaboration between Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice to be performed on the professional stage, JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR is one of the most popular and enduring works ever created for the musical theatre.  Featuring such notable songs as Superstar, Everything’s Alright and I Don’t Know How to Love Him, JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR earned five TONY nominations. 

Set in two acts, JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR tells the story of the final seven days in the life of Jesus of Nazareth.  SUPERSTAR dramatizes Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, the unrest caused by his preaching and popularity, his betrayal by Judas, the trial before Pontius Pilate, and his ultimate crucifixion.  Perpetually changing the face of musical theatre JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR, will leave audiences captivated by its power. 
As relevant and timeless as ever, JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR, the rock opera vision of “the greatest story ever told,” is perhaps more potent in today’s troubled world than when it was first produced.  Now, for the new millennium, this magnificent story comes once again vividly to the stage with Ted Neeley re-creating his unforgettable performance.

Internationally beloved star Ted Neeley, best known for his Golden Globe nominated role as Jesus in the Norman Jewison film of SUPERSTAR will be headlining this tour of JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR.  While Ted has enjoyed a distinguished career in resident theatres throughout America, appearing in a wide variety of productions from Hair to the works of Samuel Beckett he is world renowned for the title role in JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR.  Creating a fan base that borders on a cult-like phenomenon, this production heralds the long awaited triumphant return of Ted Neeley in the title role of JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR.  


Director Dallett Norris (Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Can-Can, South Pacific) says, "What could be better than having Ted Neeley, so grand in the film, on board as we delve into Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice’s brilliant musical telling of this timeless story.  Their idea of setting this tale in terms that immediately resonate with today's audiences is revolutionary.  Here we are, twenty-one centuries later, and it is oh, so clear: we need the message of this story now more than ever."

Already seen and loved by thousands, don’t miss the opportunity to introduce a new generation to this exhilarating and significant piece of musical theatre, JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR, the original rock opera.  

•••

For press and interview requests, please contact Shannon Fuller at (240) 441-5381 or at sfuller@troika.com. 
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SUBSCRIPTION BROCHURE COPY

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR, the first masterpiece from the legendary writing team of Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber, exploded onto the scene in 1971 changing the world of musical theatre forever. With a score of amazing songs - “I Don’t Know How to Love Him”, “Hosanna”, “Everything’s Alright”, “What’s the Buzz”, “Superstar”, and “Heaven on Their Mind”, this original groundbreaking production starring Ted Neeley in the title role is as relevant and timeless as ever.

• • •



THE HISTORY
JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR opened on Broadway on October 12, 1971, at the Mark Hellinger Theatre and was the first musical by Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber to be produced on the professional stage.  

The original Broadway cast recording starring Ian Gillan (Jesus), Murray Head (Judas) and Yvonne Elliman (Mary Magdalene) topped the American album charts three times.  

Ted Neeley headlined the first touring company that opened at the Universal Studios Amphitheater on June 28, 1972.  The national tour also starred Carl Anderson and Heather MacRae.  

On August 9, 1972 the London production opened.  Closing eight years and 3,358 performances later, JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR, had become the longest running musical in West End history.  

In 1973, Academy Award winning director Norman Jewison directed the motion picture version of JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR, starring Ted Neeley.  The film was shot on location in Israel.  

Directed by Gale Edwards and designed by John Napier, a new production opened in the Lyceum Theatre in the fall of 1996.  The production was then re-worked and re-designed to tour the United Kingdom in 1998 and 1999.  The show played Dublin in August, 1999, and in January, 2000, opened at the Coliseum Theatre in Essen, Germany, for a six month run.  

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR earned a TONY nomination for best musical revival for the production that opened April 16, 2000, at the Ford Center for the Performing Arts.  Both US and UK tours followed.  

Ted Neeley reprises the role he is most associated with in the 2006 national tour of JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR.  Directed by Dallett Norris and choreographed by Arlene Phillips, the latest production of JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR will prove it is as relevant and timeless as ever.

SYNOPSIS
The Last Seven Days in the Life of Jesus of Nazareth

ACT I

HEAVEN ON THEIR MINDS 
Judas can see that things are going badly awry and that all the good work Jesus has done will soon be swept away. The situation is volatile and the authorities are beginning to focus their attention on Jesus' activities. His followers are getting carried away with too many thoughts of heaven on their minds.
WHAT'S THE BUZZ/STRANGE THING MYSTIFYING
The Apostles are quizzing Jesus on his plans . . . they're keen to know what lies in store for them all. Judas watches on in silence until Mary Magdalene arrives. He doesn't understand why Jesus wastes his time on a woman like her.
EVERYTHING'S ALRIGHT 
Mary Magdalene tries to calm Jesus with an expensive ointment and tells him not to get worried. Judas snatches the ointment from her and accuses her of wasting resources which would be better served helping the poor. Jesus retorts by saying that there will always be poverty in the world and that they will never be able to help everyone.
THIS JESUS MUST DIE
Meanwhile, Ciaiphas and the priests discuss the problems caused by the mob following Jesus. They don't understand how he has managed to inspire people and believes that Jesus poses a very serious threat to their authority and the fragile relationship they have with the occupying force from Rome.
HOSANNA 
A mass of people surround Jesus as he triumphantly arrives in Jerusalem.
SIMON ZEALOTES/POOR JERUSALEM

The crowd tells Jesus that they love and believe in him. Simon tries to convince Jesus that he has the power to motivate the crowds to rebel against the Romans.
PILATE'S DREAM

Waking at the dead of night, Pilate recounts a dream which has been troubling him for many months. The dream focuses on a charismatic man. Pilate finds himself in a room full of people baying for this man's blood. The dream ends with 
an image of millions of people mourning the man's death and leaving Pilate with the blame.

THE TEMPLE 
Traders, moneylenders and pimps are plying their trade in the Temple; money can buy anything there. Jesus bursts in and cries out that the Temple should be a house of prayer and drives everyone out of the building. Exhausted and despairing, Jesus collapses and dreams that he is surrounded by the poor, the sick and the needy. In the dream Jesus finds that there are too many people for him to help.
EVERYTHING'S ALRIGHT (Reprise) 
Jesus awakes with a start to find Mary Magdalene by his side.
I DON'T KNOW HOW TO LOVE HIM 
With Jesus asleep in her arms, Mary contemplates her relationship with this man. She has never experienced love in her life before, and she realizes that her entire world has been turned upside down by Jesus.
DAMNED FOR ALL TIME / BLOOD MONEY 
The priests need to know where they can find Jesus away from the crowds. Judas tells them that he will be alone in the Garden of Gethsemane on Thursday night. Judas knows that his betrayal will be remembered for all time, but he still clings to his belief that what he is doing is for the best.

ACT II
THE LAST SUPPER 
Jesus gathers his twelve apostles together. He knows what lies ahead and asks his friends to remember him when they eat and drink. Looking around at their blank faces, Jesus becomes incensed and tells them that he must be mad to think that any of them will remember him after he dies. He turns on Peter telling him that he will deny ever having known him by the end of the night, and then reveals that one of his apostles will betray him. Judas leaps up and confronts Jesus and an argument between the two men ensues. Jesus tells Judas to get on with what he has planned, and Judas accuses Jesus of ruining everything that they have achieved together.
GETHSEMANE
Left alone in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus ponders his fate, questioning whether he can go through with what he knows lies in store over the next three days.
THE ARREST
 The soldiers arrive at the Garden of Gethsemane. Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss. The soldiers arrest Jesus and take him to Ciaiphas, the High Priest.



PETER'S DENIAL 
Three onlookers all recognize Peter as one of the men who was with Jesus earlier. Each time he denies his association, just as Jesus said he would.

PILATE AND CHRIST 
Jesus is brought before Pilate. However as Jesus comes from Galilee, Pilate does 
not feel that he comes under his jurisdiction and instructs the guards to take him to Herod.

KING HEROD'S SONG 
Herod has heard about the many miracles Jesus has performed, and he wants Jesus to prove that he's divine by changing water into wine or walking across his swimming pool! Throughout Herod's tirade, Jesus sits in silence. Infuriated, King Herod throws Jesus out of his house.

COULD WE START AGAIN, PLEASE? 
With Jesus locked in a cell, Mary and the apostles can see that everything they had hoped for has gone horribly wrong. They wish they could turn the clock back and start again.

JUDAS' DEATH 
Attacked by guards, Jesus is left half dead. Judas laments what he has seen and realizes that he will be blamed for what has happened. He recognizes that he is part of some grand design and that God is propelling him towards his destiny and he is powerless to change anything. Filled with despair, Judas commits suicide.

TRIAL BY PILATE 
Jesus is once again brought before Pilate. A mob, led by the priests, is screaming for Jesus to be crucified. Pilate believes that the man before him has done nothing wrong. He asks Jesus if he is the King of the Jews to which Jesus simply replies It's you that say I am. To appease the crowd, Pilate flogs Jesus 39 times.

SUPERSTAR 
A delirious Jesus is taunted by a hallucination of Judas asking him how he could let everything get so out of hand and whether he really is who he says he is.

CRUCIFIXION 
Condemned by Pilate, Jesus is crucified.

JOHN 19:41 
The apostles are left to comfort each other and ponder the impact that Jesus has had on their lives.



MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT I
Overture

Heaven on Their Minds

What’s the Buzz/Strange Things Mystifying

Everything’s Alright

This Jesus Must Die

Hosanna

Simon Zealotes/Poor Jerusalem

Pilate’s Dream

The Temple

Everything’s Alright (Reprise)

I Don’t Know How to Love Him

Damned for all Time

ACT II

The Last Supper

Gethsemane

The Arrest

Peter’s Denial

Pilate and Christ

King Herod’s Song

Could We Start Again Please?

Judas’ Death

Trial by Pilate

Superstar
Crucifixion

John 19:41




BIOGRAPHIES

DALLETT NORRIS
(DIRECTOR)
Dallett Norris has directed National touring companies of Grand Hotel, Camelot, Oliver, South Pacific and several previous tours of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, including the critically acclaimed tour starring Patrick Cassidy and Amy Adams. Most recently he directed a new production of The Sound of Music which traveled throughout Asia. He staged the international tour of Gigi starring Louis Jordan as well as the Japanese and American productions of Can Can with Chita Rivera. One of the founding partners of Troika Entertainment, Mr. Norris, as artistic director from 1981 to 1998, oversaw the production of numerous musicals presented throughout North America, Europe and Asia. A graduate of Carnegie Mellon University, he is also the recipient of two grants from the National Opera Institute and has directed for both U.S. and Canadian opera companies. Mr. Norris is a member of the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers.



TED NEELEY

(JESUS)

Ted Neeley (Jesus) the only man to have successfully starred in the title role on Broadway and touring stages as well as in Norman Jewison’s motion picture Jesus Christ Superstar, for which he received Golden Globe Award nominations for Best Actor and Best Newcomer. A singer, actor, and composer, Neeley appeared in both the Broadway and Los Angeles companies of Jesus Christ Superstar and Hair, as well as the stage productions of Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band in New York and Tommy in Los Angeles. He composed music for and appeared in Robert Altman’s film A Perfect Couple, and was also seen in A Touch of Gold with Ray Charles, and the NBC movies Of Mice and Men and McClaren’s Riders. Neeley composed and performed the music for the Tri-Star feature film Blame it on the Night, NBC-TV’s Highway to Heaven, and The Big Blue Marble for the Children’s Television Network. He also wrote the music for and starred in Cowboy Jack Street at the Mark Taper Forum Lab in Los Angeles. Currently focusing on writing and producing, Neeley is working in collaboration with his long-time friend and music partner Pepper Martin, writing and recording songs for their new country music album. In addition, Neeley has written and is now developing his new musical work Pandemonium for the Broadway stage.



ARLENE PHILLIPS

(CHOREOGRAPHER)
Arlene Phillips first came to the attention of the British public when she created the dance group Hot Gossip.  Since then her choreography has been seen in theatre, feature films, concert arenas, television, music videos and commercials.                        

Theatre choreography credits include the hit musical We Will Rock You (music by Queen), Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Starlight Express, the US touring production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Grease, Matador, Time  (starring Cliff Richard), The RSC production of A Clockwork Orange  (music by U2) and the Young Vic Theatre production of Masquerade.  As a director & choreographer  her productions include Saturday Night Fever  (starring Adam Garcia), the concert tour of The Music of Andrew Lloyd Webber with stars Michael Bolton, Petula Clark, Michael Crawford & Elaine Paige, Black Goes with Everything  (the songs of Don Black) and EFX at the MGM Grand (starring David Cassidy).   She has directed Michael Flatley’s acclaimed arena production Lord of the Dance, Commonwealth Games ceremonies and staged Sarah Brightman and Jose Carreras in the 1992 Barcelona Olympic Games, on the official theme, Amigos Para Siempre (Friends for Life). In her film choreography she has worked with many notable directors such as John Huston (Annie), Ridley Scott (Legend) starring Tom Cruise, Clint Eastwood (White Hunter, Black Heart), Ken Russell (Salome’s Last Dance) and Terry Jones (Monty Python’s Meaning of Life).  On other films she has worked with The Village People (Can’t Stop The Music) and The Pet Shop Boys (It Couldn’t Happen Here). Television credits include Ken Russell’s The ABC of Music, The Benny Hill Show, The Hot Shoe Show, the US syndicated Dancin’ to the Hits, The Kenny Everett Video Show featuring dance group Hot Gossip with Sarah Brightman, Peak Practice, Blue Peter, Dame Kiri Te Kanawa & Friends, Lesley Garrett, A Night at the Opera and An Evening With Michael Ball.   Her work has also been seen on The Brit Awards, The Royal Variety Show, The Prince’s Trust, Children in Need, Party in the Park and the legendary Party at the Palace.  Arlene appears as a judge on BBC1’s hugely popular Strictly Come Dancing and the follow-up series Strictly Dance Fever. In music videos she has worked with AC/DC, The Bee Gees, Duran Duran, Erasure, Aretha Franklin, Boy George, Whitney Houston, Joan Jett, Elton John, Kiss, Freddie Mercury, George Michael, Queen, Cliff Richard, Diana Ross, Tina Turner and Robbie Williams. Arlene has choreographed over one hundred TV commercials in England and America including, 7-up, American Express, Burger King, Coca-Cola, Dr. Pepper, Levi Jeans, Vidal Sasoon and Yellow Pages. Arlene has worked with numerous stars from Lauren Bacall to Jessica Simpson and Vinnie Jones to Ozzy Osbourne.  Theatre award nominations include a Tony, two Oliviers, a National Broadway and a FaNY.  Awards include an MTV, a Drama Desk, a Bafta, and an Emmy for best choreography. In the 2002 New Years Honours List Arlene was awarded an OBE for Services to Dance and in 2004 a Companionship Award from the Liverpool Institute of Performing Arts, for her contribution to dance. The award was presented by Sir Paul McCartney.


TIM RICE

(LYRICS)

Tim Rice (Lyrics) was born in 1944.  He began story writing in 1965 in which year the first song he wrote ‘That’s My Story’ (tune as well as words) was recorded by a rock group called the Nightshift whose career never recovered.  That same year he met fellow budding songwriter Andrew Lloyd Webber whose musical ambitions were in theatre rather than rock or pop.  They teamed up and wrote four musicals together from 1965 – 1978.  The first, The Likes of Us (1965-6) was performed for the first time in 2005 and became available on CD just 40 years after its creation.  The other three, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (1968), Jesus Christ Superstar (1969-71) and Evita (1976-78) were more immediate successes.  Feeling certain that they could never top this lot, the pair went their separate ways in the early eighties, whereupon ALW immediately topped that lot with Cats.  Tim Rice then wrote Blondel (1983), a mediaeval romp, with Stephen Olivier, which ran for a year in London but not for long anywhere else.  This was followed in 1986 by Chess, in collaboration with ABBA’s Bjorn Ulvaeus and Benny Andersson.  Chess had a healthy run in the West End but flopped on Broadway in 1988, the New York Times bloke being 
particularly forceful in his disapproval.  In 1989 Tim translated the famous French musical Starmania (by Michel Berger and Luc Plamondon) into English, which merely resulted in a hit album – in France.  In the nineties he worked primarily and happily with the Disney empire, contributing lyrics to the movies Aladdin 
(music Alan Menken) and The Lion King, (music Elton John and Hans Zimmer) and to the stage shows Beauty and the Beast (Alan Menken), The Lion King and Aida (both Sir Elton).  Between Disney commitments, he wrote the words for Cliff Richard’s theatrical blockbuster Heathcliff (music John Farrar), which toured the UK in 1995-96.  He is currently reworking an operatic musical he had written with Alan Menken (King David), and on new treatments, for both stage and screen, of Chess, the New York Times bloke having been replaced.  He also has a brand new idea, which may or may not see the light of day.  He has won a variety of awards, mainly for the wrong thing, or for simply turning up.  He lives in London, Cornwall and on the motorway between the two, has three children, his own cricket team and a knighthood.



ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER

(COMPOSER)

Andrew Lloyd Webber is the composer of JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLORED DREAMCOAT, Jesus Christ Superstar, By Jeeves, Evita, Variations and Tell Me on a Sunday later combined as Song & Dance, Cats, Starlight Express, The Phantom of the Opera, Aspects of Love, Sunset Boulevard, Whistle Down the Wind, The Beautiful Game and The Woman in White. He composed the film scores of Gumshoe and The Odessa File, and a setting of the Latin Mass Requiem for which he won a Grammy for Best Contemporary Composition. He has also produced in the West End and on Broadway not only his own work but the Olivier award-winning plays La Bête and Daisy Pulls It Off. In summer 2002 in London, he presented the groundbreaking A.R. Rahman musical Bombay Dreams. In 2004 he completed the film version of The Phantom of the Opera directed by Joel Schumacher. He has been a theatre owner since acquiring the Palace Theatre in 1983 and now owns seven London theatres including the Palace, the Theatre Royal Drury Lane and the London Palladium.

 His awards include seven Tonys, three Grammys, six Oliviers, a Golden Globe, an Oscar, an International Emmy, the Praemium Imperiale and the Richard Rodgers award for Excellence in Musical Theatre. He was knighted in 1992 and created an honorary life peer in 1997.


TRIVIA

1. What ALW and Tim Rice musical was the first to be produced on the professional stage?

A. JCS (answer)

B. Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

C. Cats

2. What ALW shows have become the longest running musical in either the West End or the great white way for some period of time?

A. CATS

B. Phantom

C. JCS

D. All of the above (answer)

3. Who starred in the original movie musical of JCS as Jesus?

A. Ted Neeley (answer)

B. Sebastian Bach

C. Michael Bolton

4. What country banned JCS deeming it “irreligious”?

A. Australia

B. Italy

C. South Africa (answer)

D. Israel

5. When did JCS originally open on Broadway?

A. 1995

B. 1971 (answer)

C. 1973

6. JCS is a dramatized version of what?

A. The last 7 days in the life of Jesus of Nazareth (answer)

B. Christ’s 40 day ordeal in the desert during which he prayed

C. The birth of Jesus Christ and the visit of the three wise men

7. What other shows have Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber collaborated on?

A. Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (answer)

B. Evita (answer)

C. Whistle down the Wind


PUBLICITY
ADVANCE PRESS

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR is rich with press and publicity angles, and we encourage you to exploit each one that is appropriate in your particular market. We have created a “B-Roll” video for your use in educating the local media on the various aspects and production values of this new national tour. Be aware that since the show has such a long and varied history, critics and feature writers at first may be reluctant to “revisit” the show. Therefore, you will want to rely on the availability by phone of the show’s principals, as well as our creative team, director Dallett Norris and choreographer Arlene Philips. Please allow a minimum of 72 hours notice to schedule such interviews.

PRINT INTERVIEWS
Newspaper and magazine editors and writers will most likely want to interview the principles or someone with a local angle. There are many angles that can be visited, such as: technical aspects, set design, the complexities of a touring show, camaraderie amongst the company, the bible aspect of the show and more.

RADIO INTERVIEWS
Because SUPERSTAR is such a colorful and visual production, radio may not seem at first like a viable option for interviews. A CD with music from the show is available to accompany cast members during these interviews, which can be either live or taped. You also may want to consider having a station invite a member of the cast to come in to the studio as a “guest DJ” while the tour is in town. He/she could answer questions from callers with the SUPERSTAR music interspersed in the show. Many talk and classical stations have musical theatre programming and this should be a part of your radio buy.

TELEVISION INTERVIEWS
Advance television interviews are difficult unless your local station(s) can travel to SUPERSTAR. Therefore, please make use of the B-Roll performance footage video we have available. Occasionally, network affiliates (ABC, NBC, CBS, etc.) can arrange to "borrow" footage from a sister station in another market, but this is not always practical, so we strongly suggest you persuade stations to utilize B-Roll footage.


PROMOTIONS
Here are some promotional ideas for your engagement of JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR.

ENTER TO WIN
In store signage and POP displays supporting the chance to win tickets to JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR.  Choose third party tie ins such as Barnes and Noble to do bag stuffers or a discount coupon with every book or CD purchased from the religious section.

THE LAST SUPPER
Use radio, television, or retail partners to promote the “last supper”.  Contestants can call in or send essays about why they deserve to win dinner and a show for their 12 closest friends and family.  Third party tie ins with restaurants, in store signage, tv and radio support.

DON’T KNOW HOW TO LOVE HIM?
Are you in a relationship that seems to be going nowhere?  Not sure how to make that special someone commit?  Or maybe you have a crush and/or unrequited love?  Use the radio and/or TV support to help show that special someone that you love him/her.  The winner gets a special night of romance.  Limo, dinner and a show.  Possibly even a night in a honeymoon suite.   Postcards can be sent to stations and read on the air or viewers/listeners can call in and share their stories.  

WHAT’S THE BUZZ?
What is going on in your market to create a buzz?  Is someone trying to break a world record?  Giving birth to quintuplets?   Getting married for the 10th time?  Got struck by lightening and lived to tell about it? Create a buzz by finding out “what’s the buzz” in your town?  Watchers and listeners can send in videotapes or written stories about the buzz in their neighborhood.  Something off beat and wacky.  Winners get tickets to opening night and an opportunity to review the show.  Line up other third party partners to donate gifts to the buzz creator.  

BLESSED WEEKEND
Partner with a local radio station for giveaways (tickets, merchandise) every time a song with a reference to religion is played on the radio; callers can call in to answer a question related to Superstar.  Sample songs:  “Jesus Take the Wheel”, “Inside Your Heaven”, “Like a Virgin”, “Like a Prayer”, “Thieves in the Temple”.



HEAVENLY BREAK
Partner with a local department store, spa, lingerie store (Victoria’s Secret), hotel (the heavenly bed) for a weekend of great indulgences.  Support with electronic and print, in store signage.  Have a local TV station or radio station promote the opportunity to win the “Heavenly Break” by answering trivia questions or naming songs with a heavenly theme.  Winners spend a weekend being pampered with all things heavenly as well as tickets to the show.  

SUPERSTAR
Ask your local TV station to promote the hometown superstar contest.  This person could be a great athlete, community volunteer or a mom or dad who is a superstar in their own right.  Have listeners/watchers write in and tell why they believe this person is a superstar; did they give up something very significant for their loved one, help their team win the championship?  There can be many angles or stories of what makes a superstar.  Winner gets tickets to the show and possible merchandise. 



INTERVIEW GUIDELINES

Please be prepared to discuss the following topics during your interview with Mr. Neeley:

· The history of the show as can be found in the timeline section of the press kit.

· The experience Ted shares with the audience every night.  The fans that wait for him at the stage door in every market.  Some of whom have traveled from as far as Europe and South America.

· The amazing talent of the creative team including authors Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber, Director Dallett Norris and Choreographer Arlene Phillips.  Relevant bios can be found in the press kit as provided by local promoter. 

· The experience of traveling and living on a bus.  The camaraderie that has developed among the cast. 

· The amazingly talented company he is working with.  

While the producers thought this likely to be the farewell tour, given the vitality of this production, and Mr. Neeley they now think the show, like Mr. Neeley’s title role may have everlasting life.  Therefore during interviews please spend the brief time available focusing on the topics specified above.
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