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Fall In Love With America’s Favorite Redhead ~ America’s Most Beloved Musical ANNIE Plays The FOX PERFORMING ARTS CENTER ~ February 2-7, 2010
Leapin’ lizards!  The timeless tale of Little Orphan Annie is coming to Riverside as a Broadway In Riverside ~ A Nederlander Presentation at the Fox Performing Arts Center, February 2 – 7, 2010!  America’s most beloved musical, ANNIE, is back in its 30th anniversary tour; giving a whole new generation the chance to experience this classic musical about never giving up hope.  “One of the best musicals ever,” proclaims the Chicago Tribune, and the Chicago Sun-Times says, “Ageless ANNIE as engaging as ever.”

Boasting one of Broadway’s most memorable scores, including “It’s the Hard-Knock Life,” “Easy Street,” “N.Y.C.” and the ever optimistic “Tomorrow,” you can bet your bottom dollar that ANNIE will bring a smile to your face.  The original Broadway production of ANNIE won seven 1977 Tony Awards, including Best Musical, Book and Score. It ran for 2,377 performances, and has subsequently been produced all over the world.  The original production is one of the top 20 longest running shows in Broadway history, and ANNIE continues to be one of the most successful musicals ever.
ANNIE, with music by Charles Strouse and book by Thomas Meehan, is again directed by its lyricist, Martin Charnin, who brought the original production of ANNIE to Broadway in 1977. Tony Award® winning set designer Ming Cho Lee, has created a fresh look for this new production.  ANNIE’s creative team includes original Broadway musical staging by Peter Gennaro, choreography by Liza Gennaro, lighting design by Ken Billington, costume design by Theoni Aldridge and sound design by Peter Hylenski.  ANNIE is being produced by Networks Presentations, LLC. 

SYNOPSIS
After years of the hard-knock life at the New York City Municipal Orphanage, 11-year-old Annie decides to run away to find her parents who left her with nothing but half of a silver locket and a written promise to return. Annie sneaks out of the orphanage and comes across Sandy, an abandoned mutt who becomes her fast friend and constant companion. Soon after her escape, the police catch up with Annie, and she is returned to the villainous orphanage director Miss Hannigan. In the meantime, Grace Farrell, personal secretary of billionaire Oliver Warbucks, pays a visit to the orphanage. Warbucks wants to invite an orphan to visit his mansion for the Christmas holiday, and though Miss Hannigan does everything in her power to discredit Annie, Grace is drawn to the girl and is determined to take her back to the mansion. 

Once Annie arrives at the mansion, she is completely in awe of her new surroundings, along with the special treatment that she is receiving. Warbucks quickly feels a deep connection with the spunk and personality of the young girl and decides to take the night off to escort Annie on a grand tour of New York City. After spending the evening with her, Warbucks decides he wants to adopt her. When he announces his intentions to Annie, she begins to cry and explains her wish to find her parents. With this newfound information, Warbucks begins an extensive search for Annie’s parents, offering a reward to any couple who can prove that she is their daughter.

With plans to claim the reward money for her own, scheming Miss Hannigan hatches a plot with her brother Rooster and his girlfriend Lilly. Rooster and Lily disguise themselves as Annie’s parents, Ralph and Shirley Mudge, and they appear with Annie’s birth certificate, the other half of her locket, and plans to take her to New Jersey to live on a pig farm. Upon Warbucks’ request, the “Mudges” agree to let Annie spend one more night at the Warbucks mansion. They leave with a promise to retrieve her and the reward the next day. Feeling apprehensive, Warbucks calls in a favor from his personal friend President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and the FBI investigates the Mudges’ authenticity. The next morning the truth is revealed – the Mudges are imposters and Annie’s real parents are unfortunately dead. After hearing the news, Annie and Warbucks declare their love for each other as father and daughter. 

Miss Hannigan, Rooster and Lilly are taken to jail and Annie introduces the rest of the orphans to her new Daddy Warbucks. She promises them they will all have a much better life in the future!

SCENES AND MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT ONE

December 11-19, 1933

SCENE 1: The New York Municipal Orphanage (Girls Annex), St. Mark’s Place

“Maybe” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Annie

“It’s the Hard-Knock Life” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annie and the Orphans

“It’s the Hard-Knock Life” (Reprise) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Orphans

SCENE 2: Lower Broadway

“Tomorrow” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Annie

SCENE 3: A Hooverville Underneath the Brooklyn Bridge

“We’d Like to Thank You Herbert Hoover” . . . . . . . . . . . .Hooverville-ites and Annie

SCENE 4: Hannigan’s Office at the Orphanage

“Little Girls” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Miss Hannigan

“Little Girls” (Reprise) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Miss Hannigan

SCENE 5: The Warbucks Mansion at Fifth Avenue and 82nd Street

“I Think I’m Gonna Like It Here” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Grace, Annie, Drake, Cecille,

Annette, Mrs. Pugh, Mrs. Greer, Servants

SCENE 6: From Fifth Avenue to Times Square

“N.Y.C.” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Warbucks, Grace, Annie, Star to Be and New Yorkers

SCENE 7: Miss Hannigan’s Office at The Orphanage

“Easy Street” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Miss Hannigan, Rooster and Lily

SCENE 8: Warbucks’ Study

“You Won’t Be an Orphan for Long” . . . . . . . . . . .Grace, Drake, Mrs. Pugh, Cecille,

Annette, Servants and Warbucks

“Maybe” (Reprise) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Annie

Intermission

ACT TWO

December 21-25, 1933

SCENE 1: The NBC Radio Studio at 30 Rockefeller Center

“You’re Never Fully Dressed Without a Smile” . . . . .Bert Healy, The Boylan Sisters

and the Hour of Smiles Family

SCENE 2: The Sewing Room at the Orphanage

“You’re Never Fully Dressed Without a Smile” (Reprise) . . . . . . . . . . . .The Orphans

“Easy Street” (Reprise) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Miss Hannigan, Rooster and Lily

SCENE 3: Washington: The White House

“Tomorrow” (Reprise) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Annie, F.D.R., Warbucks and The Cabinet

SCENE 4: The Gallery at the Warbucks Mansion

“Something Was Missing” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Warbucks

SCENE 5: The East Ballroom of the Warbucks Mansion

“Annie” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Grace, Drake and The Staff

“I Don’t Need Anything But You” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Warbucks and Annie

“Maybe” (Reprise) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Annie

“A New Deal for Christmas” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annie, Warbucks, Grace, F.D.R.,

The Orphans and The Staff
THE CREATIVES

THOMAS MEEHAN (Book) won a Tony Award for the book of Annie, his first Broadway show, and has since written the books for I Remember Mama, Ain’t Broadway Grand, Annie 2 and Annie Warbucks. He is a longtime contributor of humor to The New Yorker, an Emmy Award-winning writer of a television comedy and a collaborator on a number of screenplays including Mel Brooks’ Space Balls and To Be or Not To Be. In 1998, Mel Brooks asked him to co-write the libretto of a Broadway musical adaptation of Brooks’ classic 1968 film, “The Producers.” For his libretto with Brooks of The Producers, he won his second Drama Desk and Tony awards. Shortly thereafter, he began work on the book of Hairspray, written in collaboration with Mark O’Donnell. The Broadway musical (score by Marc Shaiman and lyrics by Scott Wittman) was yet another huge hit. Winning eight Tonys, (including Best Musical and Best Book of a Musical) Mr. Meehan garnered his third double-header of Drama Desk and Tony awards. Most recently, he was represented on Broadway as the co-bookwriter (with Meera Syall) of the Americanized version of the hit London musical Bombay Dreams, and he then had the privilege of having three of his musicals running at once on Broadway. 
CHARLES STROUSE (Music) Mr. Strouse’s first Broadway musical, Bye Bye Birdie (lyrics by Lee Adams) won a Tony

Award, as did Applause (starring Lauren Bacall) and Annie (with lyrics by Martin Charnin). Other musicals: All American; Golden Boy; It’s a Bird, It’s a Plane, It’s Superman; I and Albert; Dance a Little Closer; Tony-nominated musicals Charlie & Algernon; Nick and Nora and Rags. He wrote both music and lyrics for Mayor and the music for Annie Warbucks. Film scores: Bonnie & Clyde, The Night They Raided Minsky’s and All Dogs Go To Heaven. Awards: Emmy Award, two Grammies, Peabody Award, Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein Awards, Dramatists’ Guild Frederick Loewe Award. Mr. Strouse is the founder of the ASCAP Musical Theater Workshop in New York, and is a member of the Theater Hall of Fame and the Songwriter’s Hall of Fame. Upcoming: The Night They Raided Minsky’s at the the Goodspeed Theater, Marty starring John C. Reilly on Broadway and You Never Know, his newest musical which recently premiered at Trinity Rep in Providence, Rhode Island. 

MARTIN CHARNIN (Lyrics/Director) originated the role of “Big Deal” in the Broadway production of West Side Story, singing “Gee, Officer Krupke” and playing the role for 1000 performances. Subsequently, he has been the director, lyricist, composer, librettist, producer or combination of the aforementioned for over 100 productions including Annie
Warbucks, the rock opera version of Joan of Arc, Loose Lips, Hot Spot, In Persons with Eli Wallach and Anne Jackson, The Flowering Peach, Cole Porter’s Can-Can, Cafe Crown, Mike, The First, On The Swing Shift, A Little Family Business (starring
Angela Lansbury), Mata Hari, The National Lampoon Show, Lena Horne; The Lady and Her Music, I Remember Mama (with music by Richard Rodgers), Zenda (with music by Vernon Duke), Put It In Writing, Fallout, Kaleidoscope, La Strada, Nash At Nine, Two By Two (again with Richard Rodgers), the concert version of Strike Up the Band, and in London, Bar Mitzvah Boy, three productions of Annie, a revival of Bless the Bride and The 9 1/2 Quid Revue. His Tony Award-winning Annie, for which he wrote the lyrics, co-created, and directed, is the 21st longest running American Musical in Broadway history. He has directed Annie’s 10 national companies as well as companies in Amsterdam and Australia. His other musical theater collaborators include, Peter Allen, Harold Arlen, Keith Levenson, Marvin Hamlish, Peter Stone, Mary Rodgers and Alan Jay Lerner. He has directed Fred Astaire, Anne Bancroft, Joel Grey, Ann-Margret, Danny Kaye, Johnny Mathis, Bill Murray, Bebe Neuwirth, Bernadette Peters, Sarah Jessica Parker, Gilda Radner, Chita Rivera, Liv Ullman, Lou Reed, Susan Sarandon, Joan Rivers, Harvey Keitel, Chuck D, Jon Stuart, Shirley MacLaine, Marlo Thomas, Barbra Streisand, Carol Burnett, and even Catherine Zeta-Jones (who made her stage debut as ‘Molly’ in the first London production of Annie in 1978). He has conceived, written and directed seven musical variety television programs, including Anne Bancroft in Annie, the Woman in the Life of a Man, Annie and the Hoods (with Annie Bancroft), George M, ‘SWonderful,‘SMarve-lous, ‘SGershwin, Cole Porter in Paris, Get Happy, Dames at Sea, and The Annie Christmas Show. He has received four Tony nominations, two Tony Awards, six Grammy Awards, three Emmy Awards, three Gold Records, two Platinum Records, six Drama Desk Awards, the Peabody Award for Broadcasting, and another Grammy Award for Jay-Z’s rap album Hard Knock Life, which went triple platinum. He has written a musical, with a score by the late Harold Arlen, Winchell, with music by Keith Levenson, and Robin Hood, with Thomas Meehan and Peter Sipos. His 2008 projects include Time- Life’s double disc Annie 30th-Anniversary production album which contains songs from Annie 2, the current national tour of Annie (in its fourth year), Rodgers &, a concert celebration of the music of Richard Rodgers and his six lyricists (Mr. Charnin functions as narrator in the piece, which presents some 70 Rodgers melodies), and Love is Love, a musical revue with a new collaborator, Richard Gray. In the Pacific Northwest, which is where he now makes his home, he has directed Shadowlands, Robin Hood, and the first workshop production of Love is Love, and brings Rodgers & to NYC to open the 2009 season of Lyrics and Lyricists at the 92nd St Y. In February, he will produce and direct Second Coming, a one-woman cabaret show for his wife and former Annie star-to be, Shelly Burch, which opens in Manhattan’s newest bistro, The Metropolitan Room.
PETER GENNARO (Original Broadway Staging) began his Broadway career in 1950 dancing in the chorus of Guys and Dolls. It was the first of many notable performances including his role along side Carol Haney and Buzz Miller in Bob Fosse’s “Steam Heat” from Pajama Game, and his memorable performance in Bells Are Ringing dancing “Mu Cha Cha” opposite Judy Holliday. As co-choreographer to Jerome Robbins on West Side Story, he created the dances for the “Sharks,” including “America” which featured Chita Rivera. His participation in West Side Story brought him to the attention of legendary director George Abbot who subsequently hired him to create the dances for the Pulitzer Prize winning musical Fiorello. He became a popular Broadway choreographer creating dances for both the stage and screen versions of Meredith Wilson’s The Unsinkable Molly Brown, Irene starring Debbie Reynolds, and The Three Penny Opera starring Sting. In 1977 he received the Antoinette Perry Tony Award for his choreography in Annie. In addition to his stage work, Peter Gennaro and his troupe of dancers were a regular feature on television variety shows including “The Ed Sullivan Show,” “The Perry Como Show,” “The Judy Garland Show,” “Kraft Music Hall” and many more. From 1972-76 Mr. Gennaro served as producer and director at the Radio City Music Hall.

LIZA GENNARO (Choreographer) On Broadway, Ms. Gennaro choreographed the revival of Once Upon A Mattress, starring Sarah Jessica Parker, and the critically acclaimed Broadway revival of The Most Happy Fella, directed b  Gerald Gutierrez. Regional credits include: Loving, Repeating: A Musical of Gertrude Stein, composed by Stephen Flaherty, adapted and directed by Frank Galati, and presented by About Face Theater in Chicago, Gypsy, starring Betty Buckley, and a newly revised version of the Lynn Ahrens/Stephen Flaherty musical Ragtime at the Paper Mill Playhouse, Hair at Actor’s Theatre Of Louisville, directed by Jon Jory, the world premiere of Martin Guerre at Hartford Stage, directed by Mark Lamos, Babes in Arms directed by Garland Wright at The Guthrie Theatre in Minneapolis, and Kiss Me, Kate and The Most Happy Fella at The Goodspeed Opera House. For the last eight seasons Ms. Gennaro has choreographed productions at the St. Louis “Muny” Opera. Ms Gennaro holds a Master’s degree in Dance Studies from NYU and is a professor at Barnard College and Hofstra University. Ms. Gennaro is currently working with New York Theatre Ballet on a recreation of Agnes De Mille’s 1938 choreographic work “American Suite.”

MING CHO LEE (Set Designer) has designed nationally and internationally for 40 years, for opera, dance, Broadway and regional theater, and is the recipient of the National Medal of Arts, the highest national award given in the arts. Other awards include the Mayor’s Award for Arts and Culture; Tony Award, Outer Critic’s Circle and Drama Desk Awards, many others from the theater and Chinese communities; and three honorary degrees. His work has been shown in a retrospective at the New York Public Library for the Performing Arts. He serves as a member of the Board of the New Forty Second Street, Inc., as well as that of the Pan Asian Repertory Theatre, the Non-Traditional Casting Project and many others. He is co-chair of the design department of the Yale School of Drama, and holds the Donald Oenslager Chair in Design.

THEONI V. ALDREDGE (Original Costume Designer), with over 100 Broadway shows to her credit, was inducted in the the Theatre Hall of Fame in 1986. Her credits include Sweet Bird of Youth, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf, Anyone Can Whistle, A Chorus Line, Three Penny Opera, Annie (Tony Award), Barnum (Tony Award), 42nd Street, Dreamgirls, La

Cage Aux Folles (Tony Award), and Gypsy. Ms. Aldredge’s film credits include The First Wives Club, Addams Family Values, Moonstruck, Network, The Rose and The Great Gatsby, for which she received The AcademyAward and The British Society of Film and Television Arts Award. She is recipient of The New York Liberty Medal, the Costume Guild Career Achievement Award, the Irene Sharaff Lifetime Achievement Award and Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters and Career Achievement Award: De Paul University. For over 20 years Ms. Aldredge was the principal designer for Joe Papp’s New York Shakespeare Festival.

KEN BILLINGTON (Lighting Designer) has designed over 80 Broadway shows including the current Chicago and The Drowsy Chaperone and the US touring productions of Chicago, The Drowsy Chaperone, Disney’s High School Musical, White Christmas and Riverdance for which he is the lighting supervisor. Other projects include Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular for 26 seasons, Disneyland’s nighttime extravaganza Fantasmic!, and Shamu Rocks at Sea World of Florida and San Diego. Among his many awards are the Tony, Drama Desk, LosAngeles Drama Critics awards.

JASON KANTROWITZ (Lighting Designer) Designs include Broadway and NY: Dame Edna-The Royal Tour, Tru, Starmites, [title of show], The Syringa Tree, Ministry of Progress, Tick, Tick… Boom!, The Radio City Christmas Spectacular; National Tours: The Phantom of the Opera (Associate Designer), Hats!; International productions: The Producers,

Fiddler on the Roof, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, The Syringa Tree, Stars On Ice; Las Vegas spectacular: Jubilee!; Walt Disney Entertainment attractions: Fantasmic!, Playhouse Disney Live, Voyage of the Little Mermaid, Festival of the Lion King, Toy Story, Finding Nemo the Musical; Busch Gardens: Emerald Beat, Kinetix; and SeaWorld: Shamu Rocks, Pets Ahoy, Journey to Atlantis.
PETER HYLENSKI (Sound Designer) Credits include the new Broadway revival of Sweet Charity, Little Women, Brooklyn, Ragtime (London’sWest End) for which he received an Olivier Award nomination, Opening Doors, Princesses, Children’s Letters to God, Laughing Room Only, Dora the Explorer Live, Chef’s Theater, Scooby- Doo Live, Ovations!, Spoleto Festival U.S.A. (1999 - 2002), Blue’s Clues Live, Exactly Like You, Easter, and Niketown (NYC). As Associate: Cirque du Soleil’s Zumanity, Fosse, Taboo, Seussical, The Music Man, Follies, and Parade. Film: rerecording mixer Search for Life (AMNH, Hayden Planetarium), SonicVision (MTV2, AMNH) Passport to the Universe (Futuriscope Planetarium, France).

WILLIAM BERLONI (Animal Trainer) Broadway: Legally Blonde the Musical, Annie (original Sandy), Camelot, Frankenstein, The First, Alice in Wonderland, Oliver!, Anything Goes , Nick and Nora, La  Bete, The Wiz, Annie (20th and 30th anniversary), The Wizard of Oz, Dinner at Eight, Double Feature, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, The Woman in White, Awake and Sing, The Lieutenant of Inishmore. Author “Broadway Tails: by Lyons Press currently in stores. www.theatricalanimals.com.
The HISTORY of ANNIE
Shortly before Christmas, 1971, Martin Charnin, a lyricist and director, bought a collection of “Little Orphan Annie” comic strips and began imagining a musical comedy based on the main character. After convincing librettist Thomas Meehan and composer Charles Strouse to join him in writing the show, Charnin and his collaborators created the musical together. However, it took four and a half years to get to Broadway. No producer thought it stood a chance.

ANNIE tried out at the Goodspeed Opera House in Connecticut where Andrea McArdle began in the role of Annie shortly before the opening. At Goodspeed, the show won the approval of Mike Nichols, who offered to produce it on Broadway. After a highly successful run at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., the show opened on Broadway on April 21, 1977, and was quickly adopted by theatergoers. It won seven Tonys that year, including Best Musical, Book and Score. There were four road companies of ANNIE, which toured for three and a half years. In 1982, the movie version (starring Albert Finney, Aileen Quinn, Ann Reinking, Carol Burnett and Tim Curry) was released. The show, which cost $800,000 to produce, made a profit of $20 million, including $9.5 million in movie sales.

The sequel to ANNIE, Annie 2: Miss Hannigan’s Revenge, went into rehearsal on November 6, 1989, and opened at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. The show was revised and renamed Annie 2 before re-opening at the Goodspeed Opera House and subsequently touring the country. It was renamed Annie Warbucks prior to the opening to enthusiastic reviews at the Variety Arts Theatre in New York on August 9, 1993.

In 1997, ANNIE was revived on Broadway and was nominated for a Tony for Best Musical Revival. The film version of ANNIE was remade by Disney for ABC in 1999, starring Kathy Bates, Alan Cumming, Victor Garber, Audra McDonald, and Kristin Chenoweth. A new national tour, the third since 1997, made its debut in Seattle in August 2005.

SELECTED PRODUCTION HISTORY and NOTEWORTHY DATES
Christmas 1971
Martin Charnin buys a book, Arf, The Life and Hard Times of Little Orphan Annie, for a friend. 



He reads it that evening. Charnin calls friends Thomas Meehan to help write the script and 



Charles Strouse to write the score to ANNIE.

Spring 1972

Charnin and Meehan begin writing the script.

Winter 1972

Michael Price decides to produce ANNIE at the Goodspeed Opera House.

May 1976

The show is cast. Charnin pays $8 for a dog at the Newington Pound. The dog was a day away 



from being put to sleep; this dog becomes the famous “Sandy.”

August 1976

ANNIE opens at the Goodspeed Opera House.  




Price decides to extend the show three weeks beyond its 10-week run.

August 27, 1976
Walter Kerr, then critic for the New York Times, reviews the show and says there isn’t a chance 



ANNIE will make it to New York.

September 1976
Mike Nichols comes to see ANNIE.

The Following Day
Mike Nichols, along with Lewis Allen, Irwin Meyer and Stephen R. Friedman, 



decide they want to produce ANNIE in New York.

March 1, 1977

First Preview at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.  Directly after the preview, the cast 



performs in front of President Carter at the White House in honor of the Governors’ Dinner.

April 21, 1977

ANNIE, starring Andrea McArdle, Reid Shelton and Dorothy London, 



opens on Broadway at the Alvin Theatre.

Summer 1977 
ANNIE won seven Tony Awards® for Best Book, Musical, Score, Actress, Choreographer, 



Costume Designer, and Scenic Designer.

Summer 1982
ANNIE goes from stage to screen when Columbia Pictures presents the movie starring 



Albert Finney, Carol Burnett and Tim Curry.
January 2, 1983
After 2,377 performances, ANNIE closes on Broadway.

December 1989
ANNIE 2:  Miss Hannigan’s Revenge opens at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.

Summer 1993
Annie 2 receives a new title, ANNIE WARBUCKS, before opening at Variety Arts Theatre in NY.

November 1996
ANNIE, the 20th Anniversary Production, opens its seven city pre-Broadway tour in Houston.

March 1997

ANNIE, the 20th Anniversary Production, opens on Broadway.

October 1997

ANNIE, the 20th Anniversary Production, opens its 40-week tour in Providence.

October 1999

A 41-week national tour of ANNIE opens in North Charleston, SC.

November 1999
The television adaptation of ANNIE starring Kathy Bates, Alan Cumming and Victor Garber, 



premiered as part of The Wonderful World of Disney on ABC; released on DVD in May of 2000.

Summer 2005
An all-new tour of ANNIE opens in Seattle, featuring a brand new song titled "Why Should I 



Change A Thing?" written by Martin Charnin and Charles Strouse.

“Little Orphan Annie” CHARACTER BIOS
with contributions from Leonard Starr from www.comicspage.com
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Annie

Annie, America’s beloved orphan, appeals to audiences with her pluck and indomitable spirit. Harold Gray, her creator, described Annie as “tougher than hell, with a heart of gold and a fast left, who can take care of herself because she has to.” And despite her trademark “blank” eyes, Annie’s perceptive vision recognizes villainy and pretense every time.

Personal History: World-renowned orphan who’s got lots of grit, an untamable spirit and quick wit.

Place of Residence: Occasionally you’ll find Annie under Daddy Warbucks’ wing, but mostly Annie’s home is the road, on the trail of adventure.

Personality Traits: Plucky, feisty, down-to-earth, independent
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Sandy

A dog of few words, Sandy’s only utterance is his famous “Arf.” Sandy is Annie’s constant companion, her loyal and fierce protector.

Personal History: Sandy is Annie’s best friend and faithful sidekick.

Place of Residence: Annie’s side

Personality Traits: Loyal, protective, the “strong, silent type”
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Daddy Warbucks

“Zillionaire” Daddy Warbucks offers Annie support as the surrogate father figure and oftentimes swoops into Annie’s life to save the day. He provides Annie with love, stability and values.

Personal History: A self-made man, Daddy Warbucks looks after his ward, Annie, with tenacity and affection. The industrial tycoon is noted for his belief in traditional values and independence.

Place of Residence: One of the many Warbucks’ estates, or among high-powered friends in high places.

Personality Traits: Optimistic, intelligent, frank, honest, caring

Miss Hannigan

Head mistress of Annie’s orphanage, Miss Hannigan rules with an iron fist. She is disdainful of her charges and constantly thinks up new ways to make their lives miserable.

Personal History: A firm believer in the notion “Children should be seen and not heard,” Miss Hannigan is Annie’s arch-nemesis and biggest tormentor.

Place of Residence: NYC Municipal Orphanage

Personality Trait: Scheming, conniving, untrustworthy

Grace Farrell

Grace is Oliver Warbucks personal secretary. She is a kind, intuitive woman who sees people for who they really are. She instantly recognizes Annie for the exceptional girl she is, and instantly recognizes Miss Hannigan for the schemer she is.

Personal History: Ever-loyal and compassionate in spirit, she is Warbucks’ dedicated assistant.

Place of Residence: Warbucks’ right hand

Personality Trait: Compassionate, generous, warm-hearted

Rooster & Lily

Rooster is Miss Hannigan’s devious brother, and Lily is his floozy girlfriend. They are money-grubbing and dishonest.

Personal History: This pair sees no problem lying, cheating or stealing to get ahead of the game.

Place of Residence: N.Y.C.

Personality Trait: Underhanded, money-hungry, deceitful
TRIVIA QUESTIONS
Who originated the role of “Annie?” (Andrea McArdle)
What Sex & the City star played the part of “Annie” on Broadway? (Sarah Jessica Parker)

What year did ANNIE first appear on Broadway? (1977)
What are the names of the seven Orphans? (Annie, Duffy, Tessie, July, Kate, Pepper, Molly)
On what comic strip is the musical ANNIE based? (Little Orphan Annie)
In what year did the comic strip “Little Orphan Annie” first appear? (1924)

What U.S. President figures prominently in both the comic strip and the musical ANNIE? (Franklin Delano Roosevelt)
Who wrote the comic strip “Little Orphan Annie”? (Harold Gray)
What is the name of Annie’s furry companion? (Sandy)
What scene appears in the 1982 movie but not in the stage show? (The kidnapping scene)
What is the name of Mr. Warbucks’ personal secretary? (Grace Farrell)
During what historical time period does ANNIE take place? (The Great Depression, 1930s)
MOST COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q:  Can you tell me about ANNIE?

A:  The timeless tale of Little Orphan Annie is back, giving a whole new generation the chance to experience this classic musical about never giving up hope.  Boasting one of Broadway’s most memorable scores, including “It’s a Hard-Knock Life,” “Easy Street,” “N.Y.C.” and the ever-optimistic “Tomorrow,” ANNIE is a delightful theatrical experience for the entire family.  Don’t miss this all-new production! 

Q:  How long is ANNIE?

A:  The show is 2 hours and 30 minutes long.

Q:  What ages is ANNIE appropriate for?

A:  ANNIE is appropriate for all ages.   Children as young as four, and adults up to any age will love the show. 

Q:  Is this ANNIE tour going to Broadway?

A:  This is the National Tour of ANNIE and it’s 30th Anniversary.  The show is traveling all over the U.S., but has no plans to go to Broadway.

Q:  Does the show have a website where I can find out more information?

A:  Yes, you can go to www.annieontour.com to find bios of the cast, photos, and cities on the tour.  

Q:  Has ANNIE won any awards?

A:  Yes, the original Broadway production of ANNIE won seven 1977 Tony Awards, including Best Musical, Book and Score.  The original production is one of the top 20 longest running shows in Broadway history.

Q:  What are some of the recognizable songs in ANNIE?

A:  “Tomorrow,” “It’s the Hard-Knock Life,” “Easy Street,” “N.Y.C,” “Little Girls”
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